
Victor and Peggy Graham 

 

Victor William Graham was born in Eketahuna on 10 June 1915.  His Family 

farmed at Waterfalls, near Alfredton in the Wairarapa.  Prior to the war 

he worked as an Insurance Agent in Masterton. 

In January 1940, aged 24, Vic underwent army training in the 22nd 

Battalion at Trentham Military Camp.  On 1 May 1940 the Battalion left 

New Zealand on the Empress of Britain, arriving in England on 18 June 

where they were stationed in various areas for almost 6 months.  In 

January 1941 they left by ship to go on active service in North Africa 

where Vic served as a driver.  During this time he battled ongoing ill 

health, eventually being diagnosed with Tuberculosis, and he was 

hospitalised back to New Zealand in 1943 where he was admitted into 

Pukeora Sanatorium, Waipukurau.  

Peggy Mair was born at home in Invercargill on 23 April 1919.   Her Father 

was a chemist and from age 7 she lived in Lawrence after he purchased a 

chemist shop there.  At age 18 she commenced her nursing training at Kew 

Hospital, Invercargill. 

In 1941 Peggy worked as a Staff Nurse at Riverton Hospital and then at a 

Dunedin Private Hospital.  In 1943 she did her 6 months Maternity 

training in Blenheim 

In 1944 Peggy applied to join the Army Nursing Division, but as she was 

not the required age of 26 was not accepted, therefore she joined the 

Civil Nursing Service.  Her placements were at Pukeora Sanatorium, 

Whangapaoroa 4 Bed Hospital and finally to Gore Hospital. 
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Waipukurau must have held some attraction for her because in 1945 she 

returned there, firstly working at Woburn Private Hospital for a few 

months then back to Pukeora. 

In January 1946 she married her “attraction”, Victor Graham.  Because of 

the ongoing treatment and surgery Vic was going to require at Pukeora and 

the Waipukurau Hospital they needed to settle in Waipukurau.  They had 

two daughters, Susan (b December 1946) and Pauline (b March 1948).  

In 1951 Vic and Peggy moved into a newly built State House in Carpenter 

Street which a few years later they were able to purchase. 

As Vic was unable to work Peggy needed to be the ‘breadwinner’.  She held 

various fulltime Nursing positions - Afternoon Supervisor, Theatre Charge 

Nurse and Day Supervisor - at the Waipukurau Hospital to fit in with the 

Family  commitments she had in caring for a sick husband and two young 

daughters.  After 31 years continuous service for the Waipawa Hospital 

Board she retired in October 1979, although Peggy then became a part 

time District Nurse until ‘retiring’ again in 1984. 

After Vic’s last major chest surgery in 1960 he was medically well enough 

to consider light employment.  In 1963, with an interest in farming from 

his Family background prior to the war and his love of the land Vic 

returned to the work force, firstly as an agent selling magnesium salt lick 

blocks.  He then got a position with Golden Bay Dolomite covering a large 

territory between Gisborne, Galatea, Wairarapa, Horowhenua and 

Taranaki.  Vic also became very interested in soil deficiencies, particularly 

selenium, nutrients and pasture growth, mainly in the dairying areas.  He 

set up many trial blocks using different fertiliser combinations to test his 

theories.   
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His recorded results and articles were acknowledged as accurate and 

thorough by Scientists at the Ruakura Research Centre.  

After 12 years of employment with continuing health issues, Vic retired in 

1975. 

During his years of ill health Vic spent considerable time playing chess 

with the local chess club and through correspondence chess.  He also 

developed a love of horse racing and Susan and Pauline have long lasting 

memories of being sent to the pictures on Saturday afternoons so the 

house would be quiet for him to listen to the races on the radio!! 

Vic was the Secretary of the Terrace School Foundation Committee and 

then became Secretary of the School Committee from 1956, when the 

school was opened, until 1961.  The Graham Cup was presented to the 

school for award each year to the boy who has shown ‘Leadership and 

Service to the School’.  

Vic and Peggy were involved in the Waipukurau Scottish Society, Vic being 

the Committee Secretary.  As a Family they attended the monthly 

Ingleside. 

Peggy became the first women to serve on the Board of Managers of St 

Andrews Church, was on the Establishment Committee and PTA of the 

Terrace School, and was actively involved for many years with the CHB 

Branch of the NZ Nurses Association. 

In 1966 Susan married Grigor Hopkinson and in 1969 Pauline married 

Peter Cutts. Between 1966 and 1976 seven Grandchildren were born – 

Stephen, Philip, Antony and Fiona Hopkinson, and Matthew, Rueben and 

Rebecca Cutts. 
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In 1981 Vic became a foundation member of the Waipukurau Pakeke Club 

and he and Peggy enjoyed the Club activities together.  

Sadly, the time Peggy was looking forward to spending with Vic after 

retirement was all too short.  After surgery in August 1984 and a slow 

recovery, Vic died unexpectedly, aged 69 years, on 21 December that 

same year.   Vic’s ashes were scattered from a plane over Alfredton by 

Peggy and two of their Grandchildren, Philip & Antony Hopkinson.  

After Vic’s death Peggy became one of the ‘Golden Girls’, who are the 

widows of Pakeke members and she continued to enjoy social occasions 

with the Pakeke Club.  She became involved with Red Cross Meals on 

Wheels, the Cancer Society, Arthritis Society, Founders Society, Music 

Society and Probus.  

Peggy became very proficient at china painting and started doing Tai Chi 

and aqua-jogging.  In her 80th year she learnt how to swim had the honour 

of being the oldest learner swimmer in New Zealand!! 

Peggy enjoyed the arrival of her five Great Grandsons and four Great 

Granddaughters from 1989 until 2009. 

In 2006 after a fall and fracturing her pelvis Peggy was no longer able to 

manage independently.  After 55 years living in the home she and Vic had 

shared together she moved to Woburn Home. 

Her abilities continued to diminish and in September 2009 she was 

transferred to Mt Herbert House.  At the age of 90 years Peggy died on 

16 March 2010. 
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Pukeora is of great significance to the memory of our Parents, Victor and 

Peggy Graham.  It is the place they met and where their relationship 

became established.  For Dad, before and after he and Mum married, it 

was his ‘home’ on and off for several years, and for Mum the Nurses Home 

was her ‘home’ for the time she worked at Pukeora.  She became very 

adept at riding her bicycle into town and back!!  The view was one that 

Dad never tired of during the many months he was confined to the open 

air rooms overlooking the Ruahine Ranges and up the Ruataniwha Plains.  

The site for this memorial was selected by Mum in 1994 because it was so 

close to the road that they had both travelled up and down so often over 

many years.  Mum had originally planted two Olive trees in Dad’s memory 

but unfortunately they died. 

The plinth the plaque is mounted on is handpicked Takaka marble left over 

from the fireplace surround Mum and Dad had constructed in their home. 

 

The plaque was unveiled and Peggy’s ashes were buried on the 23 April 

2011, which would have been her 92nd birthday.  

Two Melia trees were planted – 

by Sue & Grigor Hopkinson, their sons Philip & Antony and Peggy’s Great 

Grandson Victah-Levi Hopkinson and by Pauline & Peter Cutts. Also 

present were Philip’s partner Michelle and Antony’s wife Chrissy.  

After the unveiling and planting we went to the lookout at the top of the 

hill and toasted the memories we have of Victor & Peggy Graham. 
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